KEY DIFFERENCES BETWEEN HOUSE AND SENATE BILLS 

Full article: http://www.heritage.org/Research/HealthCare/wm2740.cfm
1. Scope of public plan: The Senate leadership dropped provisions to establish an explicit public plan from the final version of their bill. Instead, they substituted a new set of "multi-state" private health plans sponsored by the U.S. Office of Personnel Management that would compete against private health plans in the state-based exchanges that are mandated by the Senate bill.

In contrast, the House bill (H.R. 3962) includes an explicit government-run health plan.

2. The Size and Reach of New Federal Taxes. Both the House and Senate bills would impose new taxes, which will hit the middle class, thus breaking the President's repeated promise to not raise taxes on families earning under $250,000.

3. The Scope of the Employer Mandate. Both the House and Senate bills impose mandates on employers to offer government-approved health care coverage or pay a tax penalty.

4. The Penalties of an Individual Mandate. Both bills also impose a new legal requirement on individuals to either buy federally approved health insurance or pay a tax penalty.

5. The Expansion of the Medicaid Entitlement. Both bills greatly expand eligibility for Medicaid, the welfare program that provides health care services to the poor and the indigent. Such an expansion of Medicaid "crowds out" private coverage and faces resistance by governors who are struggling with budget demands

6. Taxpayer Funding for Abortion. The President promised that there would be no federal taxpayer funding for abortion. In the House bill, by virtue of the Stupak-Pitts amendment, there is a genuine firewall between federal funding and abortion coverage. In the Senate bill, by virtue of the agreement between Senate Majority leader Harry Reid and Senator Nelson, there is no such firewall; the bill allows federal taxpayer funding for abortion

A recent Rasmussen poll found that only 34 percent of voters say passing a health care bill is better than doing nothing.[9] This is on the heels of a CNN poll that found 61 percent opposed to the bill[10] and a NBC/Wall Street Journal poll that found that only 32 percent think the health care bills are a "good idea."[11]
