Smart Metering for the Dumb Sheep in HardTimes

Here’s part of an article from the Chicago Tribune dated 4/21/10:

“The Naperville City Council on Tuesday night took the first step toward the eventual installation of up to 57,000 smart meters in homes that will allow the city and rate-payers to monitor electric use and hopefully lower energy bills, reduce outages and shrink carbon footprints.

Council members voted 7-0 to work with the United States Department of Energy to proceed with the three-year, $22 million project, half of which will be funded by a federal grant. The city previously agreed to fund the other half by selling bonds.

Naperville, which runs its own electric utility, also will pay $347,400 to Chicago-based consultant West Monroe Partners to shepherd the city through the first phase of the work. The entire project is expected to be completed in April 2013.”

I don’t understand all the excitement, and definitely don’t believe that this will be good for me or my family, despite the well-intentioned members of the city council.  

A few points:

Smart metering at the residential level has not been proven to substantially save anything.  Most households already realize that electricity costs money, and so turn off the lights when not needed.  

The expense, $22,000,000, is all coming from our taxes (or electricity rates), whether at the Federal State or local levels.  Just because the DOE picks up half doesn’t mean that it’s “free money”.  In these recessionary times, is this really a spending priority?

Our lifeltyles are geared around the workday, so we use electricity appropriately as it suits our lifestyles.  We may run the dishwasher at night, but who’s going to get up at 2am to run a load of laundry to save a few cents on their electric bill?

Ratepayers can monitor their electric usage daily, but will this significantly change our usage patterns?  Probably not, since most already use electricity in a modestly convenient way. Given that, who’s going to take the time out of an already hectic day to go on line and check their electricity usage?  Isn’t it enough to look at it monthly when we get the bill?

Here’s what’s really annoying and not at all emphasized: smart meters let the government know how we’re using our electricity.

That means the government can pick up on who is doing what at what time and force behavioral changes by taxing electricity use during various times of the day.  And then let the fun begin.

Let’s peer into the hypothetical future. For example, in a few years we’re all smart-metered up. One day you get the electric bill and it’s through the roof. Unless you’re watching your city council very carefully you would not have known they exorbitantly taxed your electric usage in the 9am – 9pm peak hours.  

So you call to inquire and perhaps protest. And you’re told that since this is good for the environment (theoretically at least), you need check your electricity usage more closely (it’s your fault) and run your laundry late at night (get with the program dummkopf!!!).

Meanwhile, since the city can closely monitor everyone, certain among us are exempted from the rules because we’re doing important work.  Who gets the exemptions? Hmm… let’s see…I would guess politicians, city workers and members of politically-connected unions just for starters.  Again, unless you watch your city council very (add a very on this one) carefully, the average citizen will never know who is entitled and who isn’t.

Wake up Naperville!  Smart metering is a bad idea.  At the residential level, it hasn’t been proven to save anything substantial; the economic and especially environmental benefits are very theoretical.  What’s not theoretical is that smart metering is more government intrusion.  

Also note this: when the Trib says a consultant has been hired to “shepherd the city” through this, who do you think the dumb sheep are?

-Liber Spiritus

